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Research ethics and scientific practice

Questions Competences
e Science — could it be done?  appreciation of the ethical
* Ethics — should it be done? and dimension of science
how can it be done in the right * ability to recognise ethical
way? dilemmas and formulate

coherent responses to them



Ethics self-assesment

Part A |
GULIR - cvc elassessment

* In all European Commission funding applications, it is necessary to
complete ‘Ethics-related questions’, grouped in to 11 categories

* If you answer ‘Yes’ to any of these questions, then you will need to
complete an ‘Ethics self-assessment’

* The time you invest in this self-assessment is not wasted
®



Ethics-related
guestions

Human embryos fetuses
Human beings

Human cells or tissues
Personal data

Animals

Non-EU countries
Environment, health & safety

Dual use

wo e ooy b ogme e e =

Exclusive focus on civil applications
10. Potential misuse of research results

11. Other ethics issues



A useful document provided
by the EC gives information
on how to complete the
Ethics self-assessment:

http://ec.europa.eu/research
/participants/data/ref/h2020/
grants manual/hi/ethics/h20
20 hi ethics-self-

assess en.pdf
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* The EC ethics self-assessment only needs to

Resea I’Ch describe how ethical approval will be obtained

. * There is no need to go through the REC review

et h ICS process before the submission of the proposal
comm ittee * Obtaining ethics approval clearance will

normally take place after the funding has been

approval granted




e At the next stage your project will go through an
Ethical review by the EC

* The Ethical review will look through your
project and your Ethics self-assessment, to

. . assess whether the ethics issues which arise
Eth ICS review from the project have been addressed, or

whether further action or documentation is
needed

 All ethical issues will be addressed by the EC at
the Grant Agreement preparation stage




Important issues

* Coherence between the proposal and ethics self-
assesment

* The things that are obvious for you might not be
obvious for the ethics reviewer

 Start thinking about ethics while designing your
research

* Ethics also matter for scientific publications

 Your first source of information should always be at
your institution

* Consider involving/appointing an ethics
adviser/advisory board




Important issues

e Consider that ethics issues arise in many areas of research

« HUMANS: volunteers for social or human sciences research (e.g.
surveys, guestionnaires, interviews) is part of human subject
resarch

 PERSONAL DATA: Processing normally covers any action that
uses data for research purposes(even if interviewees, human
volunteers etc. are not actively included in the research).

 PERSONAL DATA: Data collection using electronic tools (digital
recorders or cameras) should be given special attention, you
should also discuss these issues with your organisation’s data
protection officer

 PERSONAL DATA: Be aware that even if you solve all privacy-
related issues, research data may still raise other ethics issues,
such as the potential misuse of the research methodology/
findings or ethics harms to specific group




Important issues

 THIRD COUNTRIES: For activities carried out outside the
EU, it is not enough for that the activity to be accepted
and comply with the legal obligations of a non-EU
country; the activities must ALSO be allowed in at least
one Member State

 THIRD COUNTRIES: Ethics issues may arrise when sending
researchers to a non-EU country; a risk assessment must
be undertaken when sending researchers abroad and
appropriate safety measures must be taken

e ENVIRONMENT & HEALTH AND SAFETY: Does your
research involve the use of elements that may cause harm
to humans, including research staff?




Important issues

 DUAL USE: dual-use items are normally used for civilian
purposes but may have military applications, or may
contribute to the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction (e.g. pathogen-related research,
development of autonomous robotics, drones and
certain laser technologies)

e EXCLUSIVE FOCUS ON CIVIL APPLICATIONS: You should
justify inclusion of military partners or military
technologies (i.e. explain how they relate to civilian
applications, e.g. in the context of law enforcement
activities)




Important issues

 MISUSE: Research with a potential impact on human
rights; concerns in this field relate primarily to
research on surveillance technologies, new data-
gathering and data-merging technologies (e.g. in the
context of big data)

* 2 human rights impact assessment
* involving human rights experts
* training personnel and/or technological safeguards

* caution when publishing or otherwise
disseminating results(e.g. through privacy by
design)




* If it is decided that the information included in
the application, including the ethics self-
assessment, does not adequately address the
ethical issues raised in the proposal, then the EC

Et h iCS will ask for further information to be provided

) * In some cases, where ethics issues are serious
d E| IVerad b | es or complex enough or if it is not possible to
provide the relevant ethical documentation
during the Grant Agreement preparation stage,
ethics deliverables are added to the project




Ethics
deliverables

* The deliverables are added to the Grant
Agreement and are contractual obligations of
the funding (e.g. providing ethical
documentation or confirmations)

* [n some cases, an ethics check or audit are
included

* The EC provide guidance on the Ethics review
process in the H2020 Online Manual

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h

2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-

issues/ethics en.htm
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Questions?

fp




