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What is Horizon 2020? 

• Largest Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 

 from the European Commission for the period 2014-2020 

• Total budget for the 7 years is approx. 75 billion € 

• Financial instrument  to implement the Innovation Union 

• Coupling research to innovation 

• Challenge based 
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Main characteristic of Horizon 2020 

 • Single set of rules and well prepared guidance 

• Transparent evaluation  

• Great emphasis on results and their impact 

• Shorter time to grant  (8 month)  

• No negotiation (project as it is) 

• 2 year work programme (now: 3 year)  
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Main structure: 3 pillars 
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Excellent 
Science 

Societal 
Challenges 

Industrial 
Leadership 

24,4 B€ (31%) 

17 B€ (22%) 

29,7 B€ (39%) 

Horizontal: 5,9 B€ (8%) 

• Joint Research Centers 
• EIT 
• Science with & for 

society 
• Widening participation 



Excellent Science 

• European Research Council (ERC) 
 Frontier research, all fields of science, all nationalities 

• Marie-Sklodowska-Curie actions (MSCA) 
 Training and career development 

• Future and Emerging Technologies (FET) 
 Collaborative research to open up new and promising fields of research & innovation 

• European Research Infrastructures (RI) 
 Ensure access to world-class RI (incl. e-RI) in EU and beyond 
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Industrial Leadership 
• Leadership in enabling and industrial technologies (LEIT) 

– Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 

– Nanotechnologies, advanced materials, advanced manufacturing & 

processing 

– Biotechnology 

– Space 

• Access to risk finance  

• Innovation in SMEs 
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7 Societal Challenges 
• Health, demographic change and wellbeing 

• Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Marine and Maritime and 

Inland Water Research and the Bioeconomy 

• Secure, clean and efficient energy  

• Smart, green and integrated transport 

• Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials  

• Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies  

• Secure Societies 
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Secure Societies - Protecting freedom and 
security of Europe and its citizens 

• Call - Protecting the infrastructure of Europe and the people in the European smart cities   

• Call – Security  

o Disaster-Resilient Societies (SU-DRS) 

o  Human factors, and social, societal, and organisational aspects for disaster-resilient societies  

o Fight against Crime and Terrorism (SU-FCT) 

o Border and External Security (SU-BES) 

o General Matters(SU-GM) 

• Call - Digital Security 

o Cybersecurity, Digital Privacy and data protection (SU-DS) 
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In general 

• At least 3 legal entities established in 3 different Member 

states or associated countries 

• Work programme is the guiding document to follow 

• Horizon 2020 goes global 

• Evaluation is done by independent experts, not by the EC 

• Cross-discipline and cross-sector 
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Funding Instruments 
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Funding actions Funding rates 

Research and Innovation Action 100 % 

Innovation Action (close to market) 
funds new, modified or improved products, processes or services  
-  creating protypes, tests, demonstrations, pilot projects, large-scale product 
validation and developing marketability 

70 % 
100 % for NPOs 

Co-ordination and support action 100 % 

European Research Council (ERC) 100 % 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie action 100 % 
(except Co-fund) 

SME Instrument 70 % 
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Evaluation of proposal – standard award criteria 

 
 ERC frontier research actions = „only excellence“ 
 Innovation actions = higher weighting for  „impact“ 
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Excellence Impact 

Quality + 
Efficiency 

of the 
action 
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High competition 
 

 

 

• Your research has to fit perfectly with the topic 
description 

• You need to respect all the eligibility criteria  

• The competition is very high: 12/15 not enough! 

• Although time-to-contract is reduced, it is still ± 1 
year starting from the publication of the call 
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www.seren-project.eu Thank you for your attention 
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