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AGENDA 

TIME TOPIC 

11:00 – 11:30 Registration and welcome coffee 

11:30 – 11:45 Welcome 

Mr. Andrzej SADOŚ - Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Poland  

Ms. Lucyna Woźniak – Vice Rector for Research and International Affairs 
Medical University of Lodz, Chair of EIT Health InnoStars Supervisory 
Board.  

11:45 – 12:00 Introduction to EIT Health 

Ms. Sameena Conning – EIT Health External Affairs Director 

12:00 – 12:15 Keynote Speaker  

Mr. Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit for Smart and Sustainable Growth  
European Commission, DG REGIO (TBC) 

12:15 – 13:00 Panel I – how to support the adaption of the innovation? 

 Bartlomiej Grobelski, Centre for Innovation and Technology 
Transfer, Medical University of Lodz 

 prof. Joao Malva, University of Coimbra & António Cunha, 
Instituto Pedro Nunes 

 prof. Roberto Vona, University of Naples Federico II UNiNA 
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13:00 – 14:00 Networking lunch 

14:00 – 14:45 Panel II – how to ensure effective diffusion of innovation? 

 Filipa Fixe, Glintt 

 Peter Bencsik GE Healthcare 

 Thorsten Kurtz, kENUP Foundation  

14:45 – 15:30 Round Table discussion with all the panelist and closing remarks 
moderated by Agata Janaszczyk, Counsellor, Research Section, Permanent 
Representation of the Republic of Poland to the European Union 

 

EIT Health Innostars: 

Mikolaj Gurdala 
EIT Health InnoStars Innovation and Regional Manager 
mikolaj.gurdala@eithealth.eu  



 

 
EIT Health is supported by the EIT,  
a body of the European Union 

Background note 

EIT Health leverages the expertise of more than 140 leading organizations spanning key areas of 
healthcare, such as pharma, medtech, payers, research institutions and universities. As a 
powerful innovation platform, the network is uniquely positioned in terms of breadth, core-
competencies and experience to tackle the health care challenges Europe is facing. 

EIT Health invites institutions, EIT Health partners, and health care stakeholders discuss 
transformation of healthcare systems in Europe and accelerate the speed of change through a 
better articulation of needs and clearer identification of barriers and potential strategies to 
overcome them. The event will be developed by experts and stakeholders from EIT Health 
InnoStars regions from Portugal, Poland, Italy, Hungary and Malta.  

In the Lisbon Strategy, the Member States and the European Commission recognized that 
increasing innovation is a key to respond to the challenge offered by globalization. When 
studying innovation process, part of the literature understands the technological change process 
into three distinct phases: the invention process (whereby new ideas are conceived), the 
innovation process (whereby those new ideas are developed into marketable products or 
processes), and the diffusion process (whereby the new products spread across the potential 
market). The diffusion stage is where the impact of the technological change on the economy 
takes place and where it has to be evaluated.1 

The event will explore the definition of high-impact innovation as well as necessary mechanisms 
and principles to create environment for innovation such as leadership, human resources, skills, 
idea collection, ecosystem support and society readiness. The dialogue in this topic will find 
answers to questions such as: 

 Can we find innovative funding instruments to support the adoption and diffusion of 
innovations?  

 How to complete the translation process and support new technologies and processes 
in their way to implementation? 

 What are the ways to reduce barriers to implementation of innovative solutions and 
services at a regional and European level?  

 What are the best practices of successful diffusion of high impact innovation in the 
healthcare sector?  

Outputs: Remarks from Brussels event will feed into the EIT Health innovation platform through 
actionable recommendations, to support the continuous development of the EIT Health 
community and will be transferred to Łódź meeting during EIT Health Summit 3rd December 
2018;  

 

                                                                 
1 The diffusion/adoption of innovation in the internal market, Economic Papers 384, Directorate-General for 
Economic and Financial Affairs, September 2009,  


